
iJidimotiii Cun^-pi^patcl)
THE T1M1-.S, Koundrtl 188*
TlIK DISPATCH. Kounilea 1830

Puhllnheil rvr*- ilnv In «hr ycnr l»y 'I'lif Tlmen-.
Dlftpatch PulitlililnK I'onipnn.v, Inc. A«ltl rr«* nil
onmniunli-ntlotiN (u T)II£ TDIKS . DlSl'ATl'll,
Tlmr«-l)lx|int«*li ItullitliiK. 10 South Ten:lt Street,
Itlchmmul, Vn.

Tlvl.Kl'IIONK, IIA XDOI.PH 1
iPulillon tlon nniri" ..!«> South Tenth Street

It It'llmontl 1020 Hull Street
VetermlnirK IOW North Sjenmnre Street^.ynehhum 218 101k h i*¦ Street
H

\ r'» HAsnitooK, stoiiv nnooKs, ixc-
Speelnl Ailvert!i»lnic Heprenentntlveii.

.Vm 1'ork 200 Plfth Avenne
I'll ilti(lrl|ili in . >1 ii til III I.lfe lliilldlnic

Chli-nj;oPeople'n (tim Iltillilln

srnscmiTiox r \ti:s
nv SI A 111. One SI* Three One

I'tlSTACK PA rn Venr. lion. Mow. Mo.
Onlly nnci Sumlny. . . SH OO »*«.00 »l .30 9 .33
Onlly only 4.«n 2.t»0 1.00 .33
Sunilny only S.OO I .00 .BO .S3

lly Tlinoi-tllicpnlfh Cnrrler Pellrery Serrlee In
ftIflinioml mnil mii Imrl>* > nn«l Peternliurni
Dully \%l»h Sunilny. one *ree»* IK eentu
t>n11 > without Sttnilny, one 10 cent*
Siiinlny only B eentu

Knterol .inntinry -7. 1P03, nt lllehntnnd, V«. nn
ftecoml-cln** mutter n-:!rr net of CoiifcrrcMs of
Mnreli :t. lsTff.

Mnnuncrl|>t« nml coinui iinli-ntlotm xuhnillteii
for pulillrn f Ion i\ III not lie returned unU'm
neconipnttleil liy finstnce Htnmpi.

riirii^PAV. \pnii, 101:..

Motlerni/.iiiu t'x* <.«*> Works

Till* plan of Vice-Chairman Hirschberg,
of the Administrative Hoard, for a

S4ft0.0t»0 bond issue. secured by the city
Oas W< .' with the proceeds of which (lie
plant and distributing system may be brought
up to (into, represents one way of dealing
with a tangled situation.and it is by no
means unlikely that it may be found to be
the best way

Whether the project can be made to fit
into the general scheme of municipal finance
remains to bo determined, and its financial
feasibility and practicality, of course, would
have to be established. There can be little
oiiestion. however, tlia* unless the city is
going to lea«e the t;;is Works, some provision
must be made for modernizing them. The
city, as the owner of a considerable public
utility, should not be content with defective
appliam es and unsatisfactory service. Re¬
duction in the price of pas to 75 cents per
l.nOO cubic feet is a pleasant prospect also.

Under all the circumstances, we hope Mr.
Ilirschberg's plan will meet with the con¬
sideration i' deserves.

Health and Education

ONK por'ion of Mayor Ainslie's report is
eh«-crful reading and interesting, too.

I; i~ gratifying to learn that Richmond is a
healthy city in some particulars the prog¬
ress has been notable.

l ime w. - when Richmond enjoyed a bad
reputation for typhoid fever, the number of
e . every summer was large. Some blamed
it on the yellow water, and others on other
valises, but the fact was that typhoid was
expected to ravage us each summer and
autumn. All that is changed now. Deaths
from typh< ii numbered fourteen last year
as against an av.-ram of seventy-seven in the
old days This result is duo to the efforts
ot the State and city Health Departments,
which havt used all the equipment of science
to light the dread disease. The rate of
deaths from oilier diseases was also small.

Prog:. -s was notable in other directions.
New schools 10 the value of $210,000 were
open* 1 and the existing schools: were im¬
proved. Riehim nd now has one of the best
public school systems .n the South.

\ Gratifying Announcement
will 1).' general relief iti the an-

:.( u:.c» ilin! the investigation of
the Police I>*. i .irtnient. now in progress, is
not -so be unduly protected, vand that three,
or. at the n >-f. four.'-'aiMltional sessions will
see ih( « i. i«i i' ';ir- statement coiiips as-
a pleasant surprise io that considerable
element of the < rnmui.;tv that feared a long-
drawn-out i 11 ¦; t! r > r< .!"!. :.i "f caudal and
mud.
From th> t'!. * <t r--pi.r of the Vice

Commission was ; ! v. th tli« Mayor, a po-lice investigation wa- demanded It would
have In < ii impo.h.<. tor Richmond 'o r« t
satisfied, uub-.-s < .! trg- s and suggestions
of police lav.'y ai i um :! ...ncy. That the re¬
port contained, w« r< s i 11 i to the bottom.
That sifting is w progress. through a
committee which -l\< . very evidence of de-
sire and purpose t > .:.. Work thoroughlyThe committee e. rtait: > ought n<>r »<, i)(;
hurried, but th. ;-.. .» .mm; i:: cat ion neverthe¬
less, in tin pf" p> . t .i r>*lativ- !y early
completion of .'la¦ <rs.

Richmond hould d< n\i ; r«jt . rrom 'his
investigation. The (.-(.intuitt. .<¦ ought to be
able to poil;' out a way it; who .: -ni:;.- of
the old errors may hi axoided a:.-, r. :r.-- of
the old weaknesses cured. «'or.structivft
recommendation---, of this charac.-r win repre¬
sent. indeed, the greatest servie* it can
render. 1-et it eh an house, if .}
shall seem ' b» indicated, arid ': t. p<
out how the house tan be kept, eh
is the public interest, after all

When I* an Interview an interview .'
fT1HAT ancien juery, "When is a d<X a door'.'" the answer to which i--. 'n.-n
it is a jar." lias its mate in "When
interview not. an interview?" the answ»
this ot.e being id< ntlcal with that of t <¦

door. The latent jar In the interview lit;,
was tin 'ate.1 !,.. published by Gain
Alphaud. in I' ris Temps, quoting Presidit.'
Wilson a i r v :.t understood to be ..

social vi y ruction of Ambassador
Jusseran ..I'.-rview wis i,ot of tirst
importance, wen .! authorized. but. as it
dealt with Ku; >p' an aifa'.r- as well as Mesi-
oan, it:; publication was not considered by
the President to have ».<-. n in good taste.
Hence, although he may ha\ .; said every¬
thing precisely as quoted, officially lit said
not. a word. So far as the I'aris Temps is
concerni .' si' n tary Mphaud did : ' even
Ke? the I 'Vt -id Ii!

That «li publication of whatever Ii« !'ro>
dent, might have -aid wa a no und»-r-tandrag
i(4 the tic <!i!.. . It.r.
Doubt It hh. Alphau -. in.Ui of ale-uluo
integrity, and w inc.re violate tie
ethic* of a personal vi.-it thati the average

r American new. paper man would betray a eon-
lidence. POHsibly he w,5.- inspired by the suc-
cess of such war correspondents as Von

I jWiegand, in obtaining interviews with

royalty, and sought to do tlic same trick on
this sido of tlie water. in view of our posi¬
tion with reference to possible peace. Ho
surely thought he had a great journalistic
coup, and his professional zeal may have
overshadowed caution.

In matters of moment, it appears to us that
an interview is not an interview until the
copy, or proof, has been submitted to and
finally O. K.'d by the interviewed person.
To record comments in ordinary circum¬
stances requires no such great caution, but
where such vital points aro involved as in
this ease, it would seem to many American
writers that Alphnud should have submitted
his written copy before cabling. As he did
not. the incident may be passed over without
discredit to Alphaud. and without committing
President Wilson to any of the quoted re¬
marks.

Spring Offensive of the Allies
EPORTS from London that the allies in

¦TV the west are awaiting the issue of the
Russian onslaughts in the Carpathians and
on the Hungarian plain, and that the long-
lalked-of spring offensive in France and
Flanders may be abandoned, make strange
reading. It is difficult to credit that there
will be such complete reversal of allied
policy, which only considerations of com¬
manding potency would authorize.

Despite British gains at N'euve t'hapelle
and French advances east of Verdun and
around St. Mihiel. the Germans are yet in
possession of nearly one-sixth of France and
of nearly the whole of Belgium. For
months allied hopes have pointed to the
bpring. and been upheld by promises that
clearing weather would be followed by a
vigorous offensive. The enormous sacrifices
that have been made by the French people,
as well as by the Belgians, have been borne in
the expectation that an earnest attempt was
to be made to drive the invader from their
soil.

Expectations of this kind will not be
quieted by Russian successes in the east,
however considerable. The French or Bel¬
gian peasant, driven from his farm and light¬
ing for his country, will derive only vicarious
satisfaction from the announcement that the
plains of Hungary or some sections of East.
Prussia have been overrun by Russian arms.
His passion is for victory somewhat nearer
home.
Abandonment of the western offensive

would involve a heavy blow to allied pres¬
tige. It would be in a sense a confession of
weakness. It would mean that the. re-
enforcements that have been brought up by
the French and the landing iu France of
enormous detachments of Kitchener's new
army had served merely to preserve the bal¬
ance of the contending forces, on that long
battle line which stretches from Switzerland
to the sea. The British leader's famous
statement, that "the war will begin in May."
would gain the undesirable notoriety of an
exploded prophecy.

It is all scarce credible, on the basis of
such understanding of the situation as we
on this side the ocean may derive from the
visible facts. The theory might gain sup¬
port from the tremendous British hullabaloo
over the liquor problem and the shortage of
munitions alleged to result therefrom, did
nor. the world remember a similar outcry six
months ago over the alleged slackness in
enlistments. Despite that almost hysterical
performance, Britain has raised, equipped
aud trained a volunteer army of 2.000,000
men.an exploit scarce paralleled within a
like time in the history of civilized war.
Remembering this, most persons will be in¬
clined to take the ammunition row with sev¬
eral grains of salt.
The fact is. the London announcement

that the proposed offensive in France and
Klanders may be abandoned is a little bit too
public and ingenuous. The liquor and am¬
munition furore wears something of the same
aspect. Both appear designed to encourage
the German purpose to withdraw troops from
the west to assist the harried Austrians in
the east. It" in the next month there is re¬
vealed no aggressive purpose to break
through the fortified lino the Kaiser has
erected. the worl<l will he astonished. and
ullied hopes seriously depressed.

Rusine-s Rammerer Rising

Bl'SINESS depression or revival is usually
pretty well indicated in the rise or fall

of stocks. We have seen several years of
great depression in the stock market, accom¬
panied by bad business conditions generally.
On July SI. 1914. when the New York Stock
Exchange was closed, th»- situation seemed
desperate. The exchange was shut up to
prevent the swamping of the market by the
selling of American slocks held abroad

But the exchange has now been open for
some "time, and the last restrictions on trad¬
ing were recently removed in view of these
tacts, it is most encouraging to :-.ee that
American stocks show a steady tendency to
rise, in spite of the war perh «;>. indeed, on
account of the war. European liquidation
seems about over, for many K iropeans are
holding on to their American securi'i as the
one sa:V form of investment in w.ir time.
Steel common rose Monday to " 1 ~ Bet h-
lelum Fteel ro«» 'o f>2 If conditions in the
steel trad#4 improve, as is likely. both United
States Steel Company and Bethlehem Steel
-hare.- should rise to about their ordinary
level.

I: was reported in New York that the
public was buying stocks more heavily than
i* an; time since the exchange reopened.
hat the public buying stocks a' the pres-

. r.t bargain prices is the host financial sign
the times. It shows conclusively that, the

v ::."ri»\an people ar- beginning in recover
:: tt.fir receir distrust of American

securities.

The woman Mayor of Tyro, Ka ns , ha-: been
:'<-ated for re-election, and with her five

v. Minen candidates for th«* City Council Re-
a> tlonarles may find in this circumManoe

for * he reflect on that the town is not
i- ii: T>ro .» ' .vould appear at

'¦t .' i e vv '.ose aui % i-.it to lh,^
!.. of the si r;*: ha bet v, postponed byfr< bluzards, wa: ..ou'a on ih<- line andether discouraging obstacles, is at last, ui ourniids' Everybody ought to encourage her
to linger by trying to make her stay pleasant.

Elihu Root "ays N'ew York Republicansmust show tr.eir devoti. n '<> conservation.They have already .. i»l;»y. . >h< ir d- termina¬tion to collect and hang '-r.t., all me o(Ticcait- sight and .
,.w f.rv.ortfliy workers im

The fact that < hicago women voted un to
one for the Republican candidate for Mayormakes us exceedingly doubtful of * ho benefitsI of woman tjuffrage. Thin record reveals anJ almost fatal lack of political discrimination.

(

SONGS AND SAWS
Too bate.

The baseball days have eome arouml.
The gladdest of tlic year.

When nay youth frolics on the mound
And lams the horschidc Hphoro.

On every lot a game Is
staged

And fought with zeal
and zest;

The d i a in o n <1 battles
that are wafted

Put science to the
test.

Rut, oh! how painful is the pang
When aged players try

That self-same horsehide sphere to whang
As it moos scooting by!

The IVKKlmlNt Snywi
It Is easy enough to bo captain of your soul

when there is nothing much to worry about.
The real tost is a combination of bankruptcyand toothache.

ImpoMNllile to Sny >1oro.
i She Would you Kive up everything for me?

11. ..<">f course I would. I am willing even to
give up the estate of siiiRle blessedness.

Helping Moiik UrKtln.v.
The 1'raetical Philanthropist confessed him¬

self somewhat puzzled to titid the proper response
to the appeal of the peripatetic mendicant. There
was difficulty, he found, in deciding on Just thej right way to meet the situation. At last his brow
cleared.

"Ilnrc, my good man." he said, "is a stroot car
ticket. All the cars going south will take youdirect to the river."

A Trlrtlnc ICrror.
' Sergeant.Hey there! What are you trying to
shoot at.the sun?
Nearsighted Private.Don't disturb mo. | am

just getting a lino ..n one of the enemy's aero¬
planes.
Sergeant.Aeroplane nothing! That fly you are

aiming at Is only .«»». »ut two feet front the muzzle
of your riflo.

Proficient.
"While 1 don't lik* to praise myself."

Said Mr. Always Tired,
"The skill I show in dodging work,

I feel, is quite inspired."
tmk tattm:r.

Chats With Virginia Editors
Tiie Alexandria Gazette, reviewing the history

of th« prize ring from 'way bark flown to the
present, declares: "A large percentage of the
world look upon such procedures as brutal, and
the fact that the authorities forbid the exhibi-
tion of pictures of prize rights shows that the
tistic arena Is not appealing ns It did in the
days of our grandfathers." Then how are ue to
explain the enormous extra sale of newspapers
containing the news just front the ringside?
The Norfolk Virsrinian-Pilot says: "Billy Sun¬

day says that after a man passes fifty years
there is but one chance in a thousand for him
to tret religion, and yet Nature generally sees
to it that one who h;is reached the half-century
mark must be good, whether he wilt or not."
Billy Sunday and Nature both stent to know
their business pretty well.

Calamity howlers pre evidently e-ttirg too
thick in some parts of Southwest Virsinia. and
this leads the Bristol 1 leraid-'Jotj-tor to remark:
"ISdv ;ird D. Kaston, president 'if the Columbia
Orapl.a phone t'ompany. has hit the* calamity
hov Wrs a considerable Jolt. «~n" coiirS'- th«y
will recover their breath and continue to howl
ii dismal and dlscvd.mt. chorus, hut every
right swing to the jaw like that of Mr. Kaston
makes their task less agreeable ar.d more
difficult. Even a calamity howler doesn't want
to be pounded to a pulp, and ordinarily he
doesn't like to believe that ho is casting his
pearls of pessimism before a skeptical and
therefore unappreeiative public .

The Harrisonburg Record-News, referring to
the fact that an outside life insurance agent
"f»!l down" on business in that town because
the people there preferred to patronize home
enterprise, says: "We commend our good old
tow n for having that spirit. No man can ask
any other man to deal in Harrisonburg unless
Harrisonburg can offer him as good terms as
h . gets elsewhere. Rut when Harrisonburg
an offer hint such t*rtns he is duty hound to

deal there. And the fact that there is a recog¬
nition of this duty, a duty that is owing both
to the Individual and the community, is a mat¬
ter for congratulation. That's the Harrlson-
hurg spirit, and more power and honor to it!"

The 'lay af sr the prize r"^'!,r the Newport
N>wa Times-Herald exclaimed "The extra
edition of the Times-Merald yesterday had the
largest .sale of any extra In the history of the
paper. What do you think of that?" Simply
that N»wport Naw s dot':?, on a vigorous and
vit'.ous r;«r j« encounter.

Current Editorial Comment
An e v<-n hi^sr^r joh awaits hu-

lliir Task m;«n11y In the wake of lha war
.

,
iri Kiirop- than was expected, ftwai s
a.ix hu i' nly impossible to fore-

Humanit\ H,.,. t!. *vhat would result in
. a <l<-stitutl.>n rind destrue-

t.o: hut th> I-..i.. (¦".' pi -tur» that v as painted
;i> ifivance of t^»- fact ih now beinir outdone.
T work .»:' feeding tl.c destitute in Kurope
increases with <¦ach da as th<- store of food
:ii ih«* d^vay.t .1 :.-d .-egio: .«1 ow I' <1i.sap pears,
.vliil': 'lie dre.id of a'i ep:derr<i . of deadly riis-
..ij- grows with tin: iin.'nincnce of spring

r :i<t. The horror of the war m even great'-r
realization than t rv.-* in anticipation. Tha

I,'ui ted States is tin- one source of relief on
which the Innocent sufferers can rely; from hera
¦iiust 'oe supplied the food and raiment, the
medi> in'-s and nursing, that ari needed for the
salvation of those who °annot otherwise halp
th' iiHel\«y. Th<- ta.-k !s ours, and we must
no? waver i.i the work, it .s a dut> of which
<*'. -i.ould proud Omaha lie*

A learned Ka-sterr. physician
Some More ha* »>r<>»»«>acU that w« eat. off
v,,.,,r paper piaies jr.d wear paper un-

,, der wear. in the Interest of sanlta-I apei ilon. "Nobody knows, and statls-
tics, do. not show,'' he writes,

'how many epidemics have heen spread hy im*
perfectly cleaned cups or platen. Hospitals have
begun to dip theni, after washing. Into an
a n t:m*ptii; solution to kill the (forms. ' After
the china ware and the underwear have been
used oi.re, he says, they should he hurned. Wfly
r ,1 i-irrv t i; e learned gentleman's theory two
or three ni-p-. further and use paper hedsheete,
' .i u r on. for« <. wear paper hats, paper whiskers,

r. ;. r houne», introduce paper cuspidors
,i: ¦! ms papT hahie< all t.» i»e hurtud after
i»n:k Thef.e ic«rm-< h a *1 n g doctors must «|llit
k.-tdin..' '.r themselves or they'll drive us
,i! to a termless 'hriatlan Science..St. /'au!
f'.on'-er f'r'-- .

T'r.era are very few iue»tions
The U<*ath that not come up for da-

i
'

elulon by the Supreme Court of
' the (/pi ted State*, Sooner or«>allow«< later the relative humanity of

the »l»etrie death ehalr and the
old ':ii ' galiow* was hound to get into that
r, .il tribunal Nov. t rleeislon H l>;l the
^.<th .iiair * tli'- :r <>! humillie f.r III'; 1 '¦ H f.

iii .i iiia ,) if th. tvi'i. "«' j .. I hiki uniiNiial ptinlHh*
i t ^ .i pr.ftillil ted l»\ the nation* f'oilHtltu-

. not .-r.irl «>i nr. ixual puni^hntentjj." \

.hany <1 ' on J u if' i'<ii would haw ended lieht-
«ar«s wntppitiK pout n ccntury a«», and would
hava prevented the use of electricity to kill
murderer#. Hut the <ase Just settled was one
omlnsf up from Houth (.'.rollne. and wa* based
on the prohibition of a* post fa«to legislation.
After the crime a new law substituted eloctrlclty

fur hanging. The offender pleaded that a
harsher penalty liad boon imposed. Ills pleaIs overruled. Precisely analogous was a case
decided by the court or last resort In North
Carolina Ioiik before the Civil War. A crime
punishable with hanging had been tjkon off
the list of capital offenses, and whipping had
been made the penalty. The convicted person,
a white man, demanded the right to be hanged,instead of being whipped, because that was the
way tho law stood when bis crime was com¬
mitted. The court held that whipping was
harsher than banging; that the Increased penalty
was ex post facto legislation; but we believe a
pardon saved the accused from tho death his
lawyer had boon courting on his behalf..
Brooklyn Eagle,

The Netherlands government
'IV, I'mrant has enacted a law providing that

... any foreign vessel which displays
» i?."6 *',e flag of the Netherlands orot I'Ihk uses other means to make a pre¬

tense of possessing Dutch na¬
tionality will not be allowed to depart from or
pass through waters under lb'- jurisdiction of
tho Netherlands. The United States should enact
a similar law fur the protection of the American
Hag and American shipping. At present there
is no prohibition against the misuse of the.
American Hag by foreigners. Any foreign vessel
may fradulently display the American colors.
A single instance of such misuse would do no
harm, but the persistent display of the American
flag by foreign vessels would lead to confusion.
Hona tide American vessels would he mistaken
for foreigners masquerading as Americans, and
thus American ships might be sunk. The United
States protested to the British government
against the general use of the American (lagby British merchant vessels, and the practice
was stopped. It may be resumed at any time,
however, l»y any of the belligerents, and there
should be a penalty provided which will make it
very costly to any foreign vessel wrongfullydisplaying the American emblem. Such vessels
should 'be excluded from American ports and
from the Panama Canal. If they persist in
misusing the (lag, the vessels should be con-
tiscated if they come under American jurisdic-tlon..Washington Post.

War News Fifty Years Ago
(Kroni Old File*. April S, 1S»55.)

The Washington National Bepublican of yes¬
terday says the very latest from the trout i.- a

well-authenticated report that General Slierldan
attacked and defeated a portion <>f General
Dee's army the day before at Burke's Station,
r,( oturiiii: Cienerals Kwell, Kershaw. Mutton,
Corse and many general oflleers and several
thousand prisoners. It also says that Sheridan
expresses the belief that li» will force lieueral
Dee to surrender all that Is left of his army
at almost any moment.
A tremendous "on to Richmond" in now beltiK

indulged In by the civilians of the Northern
States, and hundreds of citizens of Boston, New
York, Philadelphia and other cities, in pursuit of
business, pleasure and to gratify curiosity, are
arriving daily. The Spotswood Hotel is over¬
flowing with guests.

l>. B. Parker, special ag*nt of the Post-''>flVcn
Department of the United States, lias taken
possession of the Richmond post-ofP.ce. and is
rapidly getting matters in shipshape. |

A Federal officer from City Point who reached
here last night confirmed the rumor of the
capture by Sheridan ot Lieutenant - General
Kwell, Major-Generals Custis Dee and Kershaw,
No mention was made of the capture of General
Corse.
An Informal meeting of citizens was held

last r.ight, which was also attended by quite *
number of the members of the legislature, the
object being to hear from Judge Campbell the
terms upon which President Dincoln had ex- |
pressed himself as willing that Virginia should
return to the CnIon. Joseph B. Anderson, llavld
I. Burr, Nathaniel P. Tvler and II. W. Thomas
were appointed a committee to inform the
f.egislatur«^ and Governor Smith of Mr. Dlncoln's
terms, and Judge Campbell was requested to
accompany the committee, who were to leave
the city as soon as passports could be procured, jThey will probably leave to-day.
The Baltimore American of yesterday says

Confederate General M Jeff Thompson still has
a considerable Confederate force In Arkansas,
and is striving by all manner of m-ans to
enlarge it by May 1st for active warfare in the
trans -Mississippi
Mayor W. W. Towns, D'Arey Paul and Charles

F. Collier constituted the committee which
formally surrendered the city of Petersburg to
General Grant.
The steamer Harriet- Deford, plying on the

waters of the Chesapeake Bay between Balti¬
more and the Eastern Shore of Virginia, was
captured a few days ago at Fairhaven by u
band of determined Confederates.
The report comes from Washinston that

Roscoe <;. Greene, formerly a prosperous mer¬
chant of Richmond, will he appointed postmasterfor this city.
Mr Davis, the. members of his Cabinet and

other Confederate government oflleers are in
Danville, and one of the handsome private resl-
dences of that town is now the Confederate
Capitol.

Queries and Answers
l.tnh i nliitr Hod*.

Is there any firm In Richmond that handles
lightning rods? If so, state the address.

O. S. AN'DICKSON.
We know 'it no such llriu here, anil could not

give thr .-address in this column if we did.

f.rnrjria (inwriinr.
When does the new Governor of Georgia take

oflice? A. M. G.
J U IJ 1st

A Date.
fleas'? -»11 what day of the week was

April I. IS'J'J. MISS J. .1
Hat

tnsu rimer.
P'.ease tell rri^ what an "automatic premiumloan is. X. X.
A loan provided for by the terms of the

poliev neni i' "automatic"--hy which any value
Iti ih'- policy is applied to pajinent of premiuin
and keeping the policy "alive."

I hp I nhfrtiltj of Vlrftlnln.
Please tell me who was professor of moral

philosophy at the university in 1S37.
OLD-TIMER.

George Tucker.

The Bright Side of Life
.flintier Wanted.

"Ho p suing the company that cons'ructed the
artificial iiinbH
"On what grounds'?''
"Nonsupport." Buffalo Express.

\ I.aundrjr Tliot Failed.
A wearj looking hoho rambled up the garden

walk of a suburban home and meekly tapped
on the hack door.

"I.ady," he remarked, almost tearfully, "I
don't want you to think I'm a tramp. Until a
(rw weeks a;n f had a good hand Inundry, but
it failed me. ami sinee then I have hardly had
enough to eat." J
"That is too bad," responded the good woman,

as she began t«» hand the hobo sandwiches.
"Mow did th.- laundry come to fall you'.'"

"it was this way," answered tho tramp, stuf¬
fing the fodder in his pocket and starting for
the gate. "She got tired of workin' and went
home to her mother.".Philadelphia Telegraph.

For Mrillflcnlloii Purpose* Only,
"Gentlemen," began the speaker, thus put-

ting himself -;n rapport with his auditors, flat-
| terltig their self-esteem, though committing the
crime of uttering a pale white lie.
"Gentleman," he repeated, thus rubbing it in,

"I desire to call your kind attention to the four
poems I am about to recite."

A sub ro*a groan escaped tin- tethered audi-
«!»..«.

"Only tho first r>f these, poems." announced
the speaker. " Is mine. The other three arc by
Longfellow."
With an audible sigh of relief, the audience

settled back, prepared to endure the worst.. J1'hlladelphta Public Ledger.

RUSSIA'S STRATEGIC POSITION
Ono of tlio Day's llcst Cartoons.

I'roni tli* N hvii!* T"iih*hftenn

HARVESTER TRUST DECISION AWAITED
WASHINGTON. April .*>..The tiuht in

tho Supremo Court "f tin; 1 *

ti i < «-«l St ales
over the "Harvester Trust" suit prom¬
ises ti> be i tw most Important iiiilitiiihl
contest. before thai ti ilxiii.il *. in«*»- 11. .

Standard Oil and Toltiuro (IpcImIoiih in
1911, Oral arguments will be heard
l>y tli" court probably on Thursday.
Mriefs outlining targument* to be

have a I ren'Iy b'en tlbd 1 ti ourt.
On the one hand tgovernment In

asking for a reconslderatIon and for a
now construction of the Sherman anti¬
trust law. f>n th«- other the Interna-i
tional Harvester Company is KwklnK
a clean hill of health an a "goo'l trtmt"
- a creation often mentioned hy the
Supreme Court, t>'it never introduced
hy it to society. In the background,
stalks the mooted question of whether
ex - President Itoosevclt was ¦ i 14 It t in
his administration against the company,
or ex - Presiden t Taft was correct in'
instituting tho suit a question which:
sortie nay had a greater political *ig-
nlficance in Its day than any other
antitrust suit ever brought.
The brief Hlert by A ttorriey-Oeuernl

Oregory and his subordinates shows
a brand-new battle.formation against
combinations. The derisions announced
by tin* Supreme Court 111 the Stat, lard
. Ml and Tobacco cases nr«' subordi n.i ted,
as a ri'-w campaign against big >'»r-
poratlons is given almost ox I .siv. at¬
tention by the government attorneys

llrvlfw of the 1,111 u n 11 o 11.

To appreciate the change, the entire
history of the litigation against the
Harvester Company must be studied.
Thin litigation was begun by the tiling
in the District Court for the I'nlted
States in Minnesota of a petition ask¬
ing for the dissolution of the Inter¬
national Harvester Company That ) <.-

t ition w as tiled by At torney-General
Wickersham. .Within less than a year,
he had won (l)1' Standard Oil and To-
hucco cases in the Supreme Court lie
patterned the suit in the Harvester;
rase along the lines on which the Su¬
preme f'ourt had accorded him victory,
over the Standard Oil and Tobacco.
In short, he charged the International
Harvester Company with being a com-,
hlnation shown by its acts to have
been organized for an unlawful pur-
pose, namely, unreasonable restraint of
trade. He spe< itleil the acts ho would
prove as showing the illegal purpose,
These acts characterized bis attack,'
Just as certain acts of the Standard
Oil and Tobacco companies character¬
ized the decisions against them.
The pilnted argument, or brief, mth-

initted to the. District Court by the. '"Sov-
ernment in support of dissolution, bore
the name of Attorney-* Jenera I Mcltoy-.
nobis, who had succeeded .Mr. Wicker-
sham. Mr. Mcftoynohls had conducted
the tobacco suit Naturally, he asked
for a decision against the Harvester
Company on the ground* on which lie J
won in the. Tobacco nasi', and. which Jwere of course, tiie same grounds taken
by A t torney-Oeneral Wickersham In the
petition.
What AMnrney-tJenernl tiregnry A»k*.
Now Attorney-* leneral tiregory is!

asking for another complete review of
tho legislative history of trust laws, and
that the court lay down thn doctrine
that a combination of competitive trad-
ers occupying a preponderant position!
in a given industry in a prescribed area i
is a violation of the Sherman Anti-Trust
law, regardless of its acts.
The change is not generally regarded .

as a mere attempt at novelty on the
part of ambitious representatives of the
government. It is considered rather as

(an adroitly spun web of argument, cal-.
eulated to avoid the necessity of meet¬
ing the Issue of "good" and "had" trusts,
In other words, the phrase "unreason-I
able restraint of trade," found in the
Standard Oil and Tobacco decisions to
have been forbidden by the Sherman
law. would be construed as having ap-
plication in certain cases, at least, to size
rather than to goodness or badness.
The Supreme Court has not approved

the. theory advanced by the government,
for the very good reason, at least, that
in no case hitherto has the government
rested its argument upon it. Chief Jus-;tice White seemingly had it in mind in
the Standard Oil case, hut the govern-
ment and the attorneys for the Il.-ir-
vester Company differ as to the effect'
of what he said then.
"The unification of power and con-'

trol," said the Chief Justice in the
Standard Oil case, "over petroleum and
its products which was the inevitable
result of the combining in the New ,Ic-r-
sey corporation by the increase of its
stock and the transfer to it of the
stocks of so many other corporations,'
aggregating ho vast a capital, gives
rise, in and of itself, in the absence of
countervailing circumstances to say the1
least, to the prima facie presumption of
intent and purpose to maintain the
domlnaney over the oil industry."
The government contends that the

important words In tris quotation are
"In and of Itself," whilo the Harvester
Company can see nothing but the words j"lu the absence of countervailing clr-
eumstances."

I hlrf J tint Ice White1* \ lew."
In the Standard Oil case the court

did not stop with the preponderance1,of the Standard . til unification, or coin-
hlnation. Chief Justice White said that jthe presumption arising therefrom was
made conclusive b>* considering iir.it
tho conduct of the organizers in seek¬
ing to create an oil trust long years
before, and, second, tho modes In which jthe power of the combination was

[ exerted and the results arising there- I

from. The hitch between the govern-
tin nt .1 >i'i I'M- Harvester attorney# now
U whether tli" xoverninent would hfivr.
won iii the Standard (ill If th»' court 11:i. J
ton.4i«i*ti*. (I only the in..poiidcraneo of
Standard Oil in 111.. >>il industry.
"The combining of two or more com¬

petitive traders or I rude units together
occupying a preponderant position Iii
a given Industry, with tlio effect of
kii:*n < onipetltion Ictwc n them,
constitutes. without more, an undue
restr lotion of competition," sa>» the
government "In hiicIi a the nccec-
vary ..fti'it being unduly t «> restrict
compet11Ion, t)i«. |iiii |iii»i I.-- Immaterial."
The llirv-M'-r attorney" take the

position that during t!i" t'-n years of
existence before the s ;|t was brought
ii<t evil result*. but only benefits, »<..
i rui d !'. the public, and that this In a
"... u ii t <. r va 111 n i; «¦ I r -umsta nee"; that .«

corporation is not to In- dissolved be¬
cause of itn organization twelve yearn
ago if It I* to-day d<ing no inequitable
thing, notwithstanding the fact that
tli- re might be a criminal prosecution
for t »i«. perfecting of the combination
In the past

'I he Tobnero I)rcln1iin.
Iii th" tobacco case, Chief Jostlie

White aaId the court held the eonclii
slons of th« lower court against t!"
Tubaei ii Company were Inevitable.

a .M' oT »h" vast amount of prop
». r t > aggregated by the roiubi na t Ion."
tint because the wrongful purpose and
literal combination had hern over¬
whelmingly established by other things.
Those things were First, combination
impelled by trade war second, acta
ift'-r the combining Indicating design
to drive- competitors out of business or
to aell out to the trust; third, ever-
present manifestation of a conscious
wrongdoing fourth, absorption of con¬
trol ov. r raw mat- slain; fifth, buying
and closing up rival plants: nlxth.
stipulations from sellers of plants not
to compete for long periods.

At torn«-v-< Jenera I Wlckersham In his
petition enumerated a similar list of
nets to *stablish the "wrongful pur-
po.ii'" in addition to the size of th'
Harvester Company. These were: Kirs',
monopolizing of loertl Implement deal¬
ers through exclusive agency contracts
and conn.. 's terminable at will: sec¬

ond, compelling dealers to handle lis
new lines as ;i condition of handling
Its harv ster lir.es; discrediting com¬

petitors by statements about their ma-
chines and credit reducing prices in
j. p, a 1 b) a J11 le.s to destroy competi¬
tors, buying up patents on new in¬
ventions to perpetuate monopoly, and
uc«|iilri»? switchltitt railways connect¬
ing its plants to se ne unfair division
of rates on 11 afli

DlHtrlet Court Opinions.
These charges were denied by the

Harvester Company. and thus Issues
were formed. The Idstrlet Court
passed upon them. Judge Smith, one
of the judges of the Instrlct Court,
said that while thf evidence showed
some Instances of attempted oppres¬
sion of the trade, such cases were
sporadic, and in general the treatment
of the smaller competitors had been
fair and Just. Judge llook, who con¬
curred with Judge Smith, in condemn¬
ing '1*° combination, said in his opinion
that in thf main the business conduct
of the Harvester Company towards It*
competitors and the public had been
honorable, dean and fair. Judge San¬
born. the remaining judge, held that
in his opinion the case was governed
by the fact that for at least seven yearsbefore the commencement of the suit,
the company had nut been restraining
trade or threatening to do so.
The government still contends that

these charges are true. It does not.
however, rest Its case upon them, as
was done In the Standard Oil and To¬
bacco cases. It does not emphasize
them as it. did in presenting tho suit
to the district court. Consideration of
them is asked only in event the court
rejects its "preponderance" doctrine. It
treats the defense, which rests upon the
alleged failure, to prove the charge*
with sarcasm, and answers with poetry
the plea of being a "good trust." I*
sums tip the defense as being that
"this ruler of the harvester trade.

Hath borne his faculties so meelt, hath
been

So clcar in his great office, that his
virt ues

Will plead like, angel.*, trumpet-tongued,
Against the deep damnation of his tak¬

ing off.'*

Inirrext in the Outcome.
The interest in the outcome is far

from being limited to the participantsin the fray. The government contends
that the doctrine advanced by tho Har¬
vester Company, namely, that the case
must fall because the combination has
not increased prices, limited produc¬tion, degraded the quality of the pro¬duct. decreased wages, decreased the
price of raw materials, or oppressedcompetition, would be utterly Imprac¬
ticable in execution. The public is In¬
terested in that statement.
The effect on lite administration of

the Kcdcr.il Trade Commission law par¬ticularly is awaited with Interest b;.business men. If trade conduct or
practices are not necessary for the con¬
viction of a big combination, the Sher¬
man antitrust law may once more,crowd other trujtt measures off the
stage. It would he by far a more ef¬fective weapon than the Federal Trade.Commission act, which deals only withunfair practices.


